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BRIAN WILLIAM EDWARDS, ATTORNEY GENERAL’S COMMENTS 

18. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Attorney General: 
I refer the Attorney General to his comments in the media yesterday, when he stated that the escaped double 
murderer, Brian Edwards, would never be released from jail if he is recaptured by police. 

(1) Is the Attorney General aware that he has infuriated police officers involved in the effort to recapture 
this double murderer, who are now concerned that Edwards may believe he has nothing to lose? 

(2) Does the Attorney General concede that this was a stupid and irresponsible comment that may endanger 
the lives of Western Australians, especially our police officers? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
(1)-(2) I have spoken with senior police involved in this matter about the escape of Mr Edwards and the 

endeavours of police to recapture him.  That is not the view that has been related to me by the senior 
police officers responsible for this matter.  It was quite clear that, given the horrendous nature of Mr 
Edwards’ offences, at best he would be given a quarter of half a chance.  He has now blown that, and I 
would have thought that the consequences of that would be blindingly obvious to every member of the 
community. 

Having said that, I will also add some background to this matter for the benefit of members.  On 9 
January 2004, I advised the Parole Board, on its recommendation of the previous September, that Mr 
Edwards be entered into an 18-month prerelease program, in the following terms - 

I remain very concerned about this prisoner & note particularly the submissions by parents of 
the deceased. 

In the circumstances I believe that to proceed very cautiously would be appropriate 

Accordingly I am prepared to approve Stage 1 of the PRP only and suggest that it be over a 
longer period - say 9 months. 

This is without commitment to any longer term release - it will allow closer monitoring and a 
considered view to be gradually developed 

I am pleased that both the Department of Justice and the Parole Board took cognisance of the very 
cautious view I had formed on this prisoner and, during the 18 months since recommending his 
involvement in a prerelease program, proceeded along exactly the lines I suggested.  It is obvious that 
somebody responsible for the murder of two innocent people and a rape cannot expect to be given 
consideration for release back into the community until he has demonstrated beyond any doubt that he 
is safe to return to the community.  Mr Edwards has blown that opportunity.  When I was asked the 
question by the journalists I gave them a straight answer.  I am surprised that the opposition would 
quibble with that approach. 

 


